


there are virtually infinite variations that have been and
can be created—right up to the present day.

Additional comments: Von Stuck was a master in cre-
ating high contrasts of light and dark in his paintings.
To this end he often utilized the framework surfaces to
perhaps create extensive light and dark contrasts
between the picture and the frame. He also, at times,
used the frame to continue the vertical and horizontal
lines of the structure of the painting or even to counter-
balance extreme picture formats and asymmetrically
positioned picture compositions.

One of von Stuck's (later) fans was Adolf Hitler. In
fact, some historians claim that Hitler admired von
Stuck's painting “The Wild Chase,” a depiction of the
Norse god Odin on horseback, so much that he copied
Odin's hair style and mustache and so created his own
idiosyncratic appearance. The truth of this story
remains uncertain, however. m

Peter Werkhovens owner of Aedicule Fine
Framemaking in San Francisco. Mr. Werkhoven is
originally from Amsterdam, the Netherlands, and
moved to the U.S. a few years ago. His frames can be
found in the Rijksmuseum, the Van Gogh Museum,
as well as in the homes of many European collectors.
He can be reached at pwerkhoven@comcast.net
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