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In order not to create arguments among my peers, I
should clarify myself by stating that the decorative tech-
nique of “raised gesso” is also popularly referred to as
pastiglia. It is true that as early as 1400AD wooden arti-
cles received high-relief decoration by a method of
“dripping” gesso sottile in patterns upon the surface.
However, the particular method of low-relief surface
decoration found on these frames is also termed
pastiglia. I submit that the term accurately states not
only a relief decoration but a speci�c composition
recipe.

What type of artwork would this frame most likely
house?By the advent of this modi�cation to the basic
cassetta pro�le, the subjects housed by these architec-
tonic designs were moving from ecclesiastic to secular.
These frames contained a full gamut of art genre; por-
traiture, allegoric scenes, still life and almost every other
painted expression produced within the period. Further-
more, this design (being a moulding-type frame as
opposed to a carved-type frame) allowed for some pre-
production. The basic pro�le could be run in length in

advance of any ornamentation or surface treatment.
Consequently, this design is one of the earliest "com-
mercial" mouldings, making it available to a wider audi-
ence at reduced pricing.

What furninishing/interior styles accompanied these
style frames in their time? At the time of this design's
development, frames were linked more to architecture
than to interior accessories and decoration. They were
considered more an extension of the structure rather
than an outgrowth of any interior activity. The full
development of weaving together of interior design
(line, color, texture) with the surrounding architecture
would take place at a later time. 
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